Introduction
It is well known that serum IgE levels are elevated in patients who suffer from atopic diseases. 1'2 Furthermore, in atopic asthma, IgE levels are recognized as a major risk factor for a variety of respiratory symptoms. 3 From both clinical and experimental evidence, asthma is now viewed as an inflammatory airway disease involving lymphocyte activation and the release of proinflammatory cytokines. [4] [5] [6] [7] T-cells control IgE production by B-cells and activate nonspecific effector cells. 4'6- 
